Esther Williamson

Teaching Artist
2211 Ditmas Ave. #3D

Brooklyn, NY 11226

347.281.3489

williamson.esther@gmail.com

EDUCATION

· MFA, Classical Acting: The Shakespeare Theatre Company/George Washington University

· BA, Theatre and English: Seattle Pacific University

DIRECTING EXPERIENCE

· The Tempest, Imagination Stage: Junior Shakespeare
· The Prodigal Survivor, Seattle Pacific University Players
· The Beatitudes, Seattle Pacific University Players
· The Zone, Seattle Pacific University Players
· The Fruit of the Spirit, Seattle Pacific University Players
MUSIC DIRECTING EXPERIENCE

· Peter Pan, Imagination Stage: Summer Theatre Campus
· The Princess and the Pig, Imagination Stage: Arts Express
· Bat Out of Chelm: Yiddish songs and stories, Gabriel Sigal Productions, Washington DC
· Clue: The Musical, ArtsWest, Seattle (asst/accompanist)
ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

· Member, Actors’ Equity Association

· Company Member, Taffety Punk Theatre Company, Washington, DC
EMPLOYMENT

1998-present 
Actor, Various Theatres on the East and West Coasts






Acting resume available on request.

2015-2016
Assistant Instructor, Bedlam Theatre, New York



Adults: Shakespeare Scene Study

Served as support for instructor, ran various warm-ups and exercises. Provided documentation of classwork to Director of Outreach.

2012-2016
Curriculum Advisor, Exploration Summer School, Yale Campus

Grades: College and young adults

Advised beginning instructors in all aspects of curriculum development and implementation from writing lesson plans to classroom management and on-the-fly lesson plan revision
2008-2012
Teaching Artist, The Shakespeare Theatre Company, Washington, DC



Grades: 3-Adult

· Introduction to Acting (Adult)

· Shakespeare Scene Study (Grade 7-12 and Adult)

· Classical Acting Styles (Adult)

· Camp Shakespeare (Grade 5-12)

· Student Matinee Pre-/Post-Performance Workshops (Grade 4-12)

· 12-Week Residency, Hope Community Public Charter School (Grade 3-4)
2007-2010
Teaching Artist, Imagination Stage, Bethesda, MD

Grades: 2-12

· Shakespeare (Grades 6-8 & 9-12)

· Fundamentals of Acting (Grades 6-8 & 9-12) 

· Audition Technique (Grade 6-12)

· Fundamentals of Musical Theatre (Grade 6-8)

· Musical Theatre Technique (Grade 6-8)

· Mystery Theatre (Grade 2-3) 

· Voice and Speech coach for various productions 

· Text and Vocal coach for summer Shakespeare production (Grade 8-12)

· Music Director for summer musicals (Grades 2-3 & 5-8)

· Accompanist for Musical Theatre classes.
Autumn 2008
Teaching Artist, Educational Theatre Company, Arlington, VA



Grades: 3-5

Taught an ensemble theatre class as part of an in-school enrichment program. Served as Musical Director and Lyricist for an upper elementary school production.

Winter 2008
Text Coach, Henley Street Theatre, Richmond, VA

Served as vocal coach and text consultant for a production of Thomas Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy. Taught a scansion/text workshop and met with actors for individual voice and text sessions. Took notes and led vocal warm-ups during rehearsal.


2000-2004  
Teaching Artist, Book-It Repertory Theatre, Seattle

Grades: K-12

Performed as actor and pianist and led workshops in literature-based touring theatre.  Workshops for elementary-aged students focused on writing and then staging simple stories.  Also led discussions for middle and high school students focusing on banned books.  

2002-2004
Teaching Artist, Potluck Productions, Seattle

Grades: 6-12

Performed and led workshops for Shakespeare in Shorts, an introduction to Shakespeare for middle and high school students.  Wrote script collaboratively with the company, did research for fact sheets, and wrote curriculum for workshops.  Workshop exercises were tailored around either a literary focus or a performance focus depending on the needs of the class.  Wrote curriculum for two tracks of workshops, one for middle school and one for high school.

1999-2001
Director, University Players, Seattle Pacific University

Grades: College

Led a group of six actors in collaboratively writing two plays a year.  Staged original plays, choreographed musical numbers and facilitated composition of original a capella music by the group.  Position focused on building a strong ensemble and synthesizing the ideas of many individuals into a viable piece of theatre.  Served as liaison between actors and sound designer.  Led improvisation workshops for adults and students grade 6 and up. Chaperoned students for out-of-town tours.
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